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It's hard to believe that summer has already come and gone! This past June,
Shop Greensburg, GCDC, the Downtown Greensburg Project, and community
volunteers gathered to install nearly twenty planters on the light poles along
South Pennsylvania Avenue as part of the South Pennsylvania Avenue
Beautification Project, made possible by a generous grant from the
Community Foundation of Westmoreland County. Thank you to everyone
who volunteered their time to help spruce up the heart of Greensburg's
shopping district!
These new planters prompted the launch of the Adopt-A-Planter Program,
where businesses, individuals, and volunteer organizations may "adopt" them
and water the flowers for a season. Thank you to Ron and Bev Mancuso and
the Rotary of Westmoreland for adopting this season's planters. Learn how
you can get involved on page four!
This summer also marked the return of Greensburg Restaurant Week,
extended to include ten full days of multiple course meals for $35 or less. This
summer's event also introduced our Passport Contest, entering diners for a
chance to win a gift card to their favorite participating restaurant. Thank you
to everyone who helped make this summer's event a success!
While I'm sad to see summer go, I'm looking forward to all that fall brings,
including the beginning of the holiday season! While we are still in the midst
of the pandemic, many of us are eager to return to our holiday traditions that
we missed out on last year. That's why I am so excited to announce this
year's Downtown Greensburg Home for the Holidays Celebration! Join us in
celebrating the kickoff to the holiday season with the much anticipated return
of the City of Greensburg Annual Holiday Parade on Saturday, November
20th. Following the parade is a month of holiday themed events in the City,
inclu
including the Greensburg Turkey Trot, Holiday Window
Unveiling, Luminary Night, and much more! Check out
the article on page six to see the complete list of
holiday events happening soon.
As always, be sure to follow us on Facebook and
Instagram for the latest Greensburg news and
happenings @ThinkGreensburg!
Ashley Kertes
Executive Director
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BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT: SITTAY'S MEDITERRANEAN KITCHEN

Owner: Radah Ghasah

│33 E. Pittsburgh Street│(412) 206-2918

Sittay's Mediterranean Kitchen celebrated its soft opening on Monday,
September 13, 2021. Located at 33 E. Pittsburgh Street, Sittay’s
Mediterranean Kitchen serves traditional Syrian food, including appetizers
such as hummus, grape leaves, and tabbouleh. Their main courses include
dishes such as lamb kabab plates, kibbi, loubee, and much more. The menu
also features several vegetarian and gluten-free options.
Owner Radah Ghasa describes the made-from-scratch cuisine as simple but
delicious and cooked using fresh ingredients such as spices, garlic, onions,
and olive oil. Having always dreamed of owning her own business, Radah
loves creating and cooking new recipes.
"I originally considered opening my restaurant in the Oakmont area, but
quickly realized there was a need for Mediterranean cuisine in Greensburg.
That, combined with much more reasonable lease rates, encouraged me to
take a chance and open Sittay's in downtown Greensburg," explained Radah.
"I quickly realized what an amazing town Greensburg is and have been
overwhelmed with the outpouring of support from the community. I am so
grateful to this amazing city, and I promise I will do my best to meet the
expectations of this community."
Sittay’s is open from 11:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday - Wednesday and from
11:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. Thursday - Saturday. The restaurant is closed
Sunday.
To learn more about Sittay's Mediterranean Kitchen and view their menu,
please visit their website at http://sittays.com/ . For the latest news and
updates, you may also follow Sittay's Mediterranean Kitchen on Facebook
@SittaysGBG.

Above: Sittay's sample plate with tabbouleh, hummus, baba
ghanoush, grape leaves, and falafel
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CITY OF GREENSBURG TO UPDATE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Greensburg Community Development Corporation is proud to be a part
of the City's efforts to update its 14-year-old Comprehensive Plan. The
project's goal is to develop a highly collaborative, user-friendly document
that can be used by City leaders, staff, business owners, developers, and
residents to guide decision-making and development to the year 2040.
The Plan will be strategic and include prioritized, workable action plans and
themes. City leaders identified themes early on including eliminating blight,
making City government accessible, promoting investment, capitalizing on
existing assets (i.e., walkability, history, culture, education, and recreation),
and maintaining valuable City services. The Plan will adopt a neighborhoodbased approach that weaves together strategies for improving the quality
of these places to broader, city-wide initiatives presented in the Plan. Early
in the process, the City's Planning Commission identified more than 20
individual neighborhoods and recognized that these places are the
fundamental building blocks of any great city.
"Neighborhoods are the very foundation of our City, and we believe that all
of our residents deserve to live in a great neighborhood. It's this idea that
drives our neighborhood-based planning approach for this project," said
City Mayor, Robb Bell.

View of N. Main Street from the courthouse dome

In addition to the usual elements of a traditional comprehensive plan, the
City's Comprehensive Plan Update Project will have two main focus areas:
Parks and Recreation and Blight Mitigation. In preparing for this planning effort, City Council, Planning Commission, and City staff identified
both areas of importance.
Ideally, the focus on Parks and Recreation will produce a Comprehensive Recreation, Park, and Open Space Plan (CRPOS) that can be
adopted as part of the larger city-wide plan, and it can stand on its own if necessary.
Like the CRPOS Plan, the end product of the blight focus will result in a Blight Mitigation Strategy the City can adopt as part of
Greensburg's planning efforts. The blight focus area recognizes blight is a growing problem in the City. The city-wide inventory, completed
in April 2021, found that of the 6,070 parcels within the City, 532 could be considered blighted. Of these, 76 were considered in serious
condition, suffering from dilapidation, disinvestment, and abandonment, which ultimately pose a significant threat to the community's
health, safety, and welfare. The Planning Commission hopes to use the collected inventory data in the Blight Mitigation Strategy,
representing a careful analysis of existing conditions and a well-researched and agreed-upon plan for addressing blight in the City.
The Comprehensive Plan Update Project budget, totaling $150,000, includes a mix of Community Development Block Grant, Department
of Conservation and Natural Resources, and City funds. City planners anticipate the project's completion in 15-18 months with final plan
adoption in late 2022-early 2023.
Work on the Comprehensive Plan kicked-off at last month's City Welcome Event. The City of Greensburg hosted this event to connect local
college students with the Greensburg community. Environmental Planning and Design, the consulting firm hired to spearhead the City's
Comprehensive Plan, attended the event and spoke with students, university representatives, and residents. People visiting the discussion
table shared their ideas about 26 different planning topics they thought should be considered in the planning process. From accessibility to
community character and everything in between, the evening was full of dynamic and meaningful conversation.
To learn more about the Plan, please visit https://bit.ly/3igsmVB. If you would like to get involved, send an email describing who you are
and how you would like to be part of the project to jraykes@greensburgpa.org.
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GCDC AWARDED $20,000 GRANT TO SUPPORT

FACADE IMPROVEMENT GRANT PROGRAM

The Greensburg Community Development Corporation is thrilled to announce its recent
grant award of $20,000, made possible by the Greensburg Foundation Family of Funds of
The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County, affiliated with The Pittsburgh
Foundation. Thanks to this generous grant award, we will be able to continue providing
financial assistance to local business owners and commercial property owners who
improve their building facades through our Facade Improvement Grant Program. This
program provides financial assistance in the form of matching grants to complete building
or storefront renovation and/or restoration projects as part of the overall revitalization of
downtown Greensburg.
Since its inception in 2007, the Facade Improvement Grant Program has awarded over
$150,000 to City of Greensburg small business owners and property owners for updates
to their commercial facades. The 2019/2020 program awarded $15,000 in grant funds to
projects that leveraged over $1 million of private investment.
GCDC presents Facade Improvement Grant award to
Main Street Sweets on July 13, 2021

Thank you to The Community Foundation of Westmoreland County and The Pittsburgh
Foundation for your generosity, allowing us to continue our mission of total community
development.
If you are a small business owner or commercial property owner interested in learning
more about our Facade Improvement Grant Program, please contact us at
gcdc@thinkgreensburg.com or 724-689-0040.

SHOP GREENSBURG AND GCDC

LAUNCH ADOPT-A-PLANTER PROGRAM

As part of the South Pennsylvania Avenue Beautification Project launched this summer,
Shop Greensburg and the Greensburg Community Development Corporation have teamed
together to debut the Adopt-A-Planter Program, where businesses, individuals, and
volunteer organizations may "adopt" the planters along S. Pennsylvania Avenue in
downtown Greensburg. Those who adopt the planters will be responsible for watering them
as needed for a 4-month period beginning June 1 and ending in September, or whenever
the plants are near the end of their season. If you or someone you know is interested in
adopting the planters for the 2022 season, please visit our website at
https://thinkgreensburg.com/adopt-a-planter-program/ to learn how.
We'd like to thank Ron and Bev Mancuso, owners of Mancuso's Shoe Repair, for watering the planters until the official launch of the
Adopt-A-Planter Program. We'd also like to thank Rotary of Westmoreland for picking up where the Mancuso's left off and adopting the
planters for the 2021 season. Rotary of Westmoreland is a group of young-minded professionals looking to give back to the communities
in which they work and live. Rotary of Westmoreland is not your typical Rotary club in most ways, but they share a common motto:
Service Above Self. Please visit their website at https://www.rotaryofwestmoreland.org to learn more about all they've done and continue
to do for our community! You may also find them on Facebook and Instagram @RotaryOfWestmoreland.
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WELCOME NEW BUSINESSES

The Greensburg Community Development Corporation and the City of Greensburg would like to extend a warm welcome to the newest
members of our economic community! We recognize the importance of entrepreneurs and new businesses in our community and how
businesses just like these help us to make Greensburg a unique place to live, work and play. We wish you great success in Greensburg!

SITTAY'S MEDITERRANEAN KITCHEN
33 E. PITTSBURGH STREET - (412) 206-2918

Opened on September 13, Sittay's Mediterranean Kitchen serves traditional Syrian food such as hummus,
tabbouleh, and grape leaves. They also offer several vegetarian and gluten-free options.

EL DIABLO BREWING CO. & WOOD-FIRED KITCHEN
503 NEW ALEXANDRIA ROAD - (724) 221-6430

El Diablo Brewing Co. & Wood-fired Kitchen will offer small batches of craft beer and wood-fired pizza. El
Diablo is tentatively scheduled to open on Tuesday, October 19!

THANK YOU TO OUR RESTAURANT WEEK SPONSORS
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DOWNTOWN GREENSBURG HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS CELEBRATION

KICKS OFF WITH THE RETURN OF THE ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARADE

Shop Greensburg, the Greensburg Community Development Corporation (GCDC),
City of Greensburg, and the Downtown Greensburg Project have teamed together
to host Home for the Holidays in Downtown Greensburg! The event kicks off on
Saturday, November 20 with the much anticipated return of the City of
Greensburg Annual Holiday Parade, followed by a month filled with holiday
themed events throughout downtown Greensburg. After what was quite an
untraditional holiday season last year due to the pandemic, we are excited to
partner with local organizations to spread some much needed cheer this holiday
season!
Hosted by the Downtown Greensburg Project, the Greensburg Holiday Market will take place on Sunday, November 21. Similar to the
summer's Night Markets, the Holiday Market will feature vendors ranging from local artisans, farmers, and makers but shift its focus to
include gift items and food suitable for gift-giving or serving at holiday parties.
On Monday, November 22, Shop Greensburg will host a Holiday Window Unveiling, where participating retailers will decorate their
storefronts for the holiday season as a nostalgic nod to years past. Hoping to make this a yearly tradition, Shop Greensburg has dubbed
this year's theme "Making Merry Memories". The event will also include carolers, a hot chocolate station, and much more!
Start Thanksgiving Day with a workout at the 30th Annual Greensburg Turkey Trot on November 25! The Turkey Trot is a 5K run/walk held
every year in Greensburg on Thanksgiving Day. Everyone is encouraged to participate, including serious and casual runners, competitive
and casual walkers, and family and friends of all ages. You may register for the event at https://gbgturkeytrot.com/.
The fun continues on Friday, November 26 with plenty of after Thanksgiving sales at many of our local retailers. If you can't make it on
Friday, join us Saturday, November 27 for Small Business Saturday, hosted by Shop Greensburg, GCDC, and Downtown Greensburg
Project. This annual nationwide event was created by American Express as a way to celebrate and support small businesses and all they do
for their communities, while encouraging consumers to shop local. This event reminds consumers that they play a significant role in
helping the small businesses in their neighborhood thrive, and encourage them to get out and shop and dine at local establishments. This
year's Small Business Saturday will include a Small Business Saturday BINGO game as a fun way to encourage shoppers to visit our local
retailers and enter them for a chance to win prizes!
The month of December kicks off with the return of the 51st Annual Luminary Night on Thursday, December 2, followed by Shop
Greensburg's Holiday Open House & Customer Appreciation Day and Downtown Greensburg Project's final Holiday Market on Sunday,
December 19. Be sure to follow GCDC, Shop Greensburg, and Downtown Greensburg Project on Facebook for event info and updates!

Saturday, November 20
City of Greensburg Annual Holiday Parade
12:00 pm

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25
30th Annual Greensburg Turkey Trot
9:00 am

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2
LUMINARY NIGHT
5:00 pm - 9:00 PM

Sunday, November 21
Greensburg Holiday Market
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26
FRIDAY AFTER THANKSGIVING SALES
10:00 AM

sunday, december 19
hOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE & CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION DAY
12:00 pm - 5:00 PM

Monday, November 22
Holiday Window Unveiling - "Making Merry Memories"
5:00 - 8:00 pm

Saturday, November 27
Small Business Saturday
10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Greensburg holiday market
12:00 pm - 4:00 pm
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Achieving results in the community for nearly 50 years, the
GCDC needs your support now more than ever.
Would you consider helping us?
In 2020, GCDC Launched the COVID-19 Relief Main Street Jump-Start Program. Combined, Round 1 and Round 2 of
the program awarded grants to 35 City of Greensburg small businesses to help them recover from the devastating
financial impacts of the global pandemic.
Facilitated the joint agreement of the Greensburg-Salem School District, Westmoreland County, and City of
Greensburg to LERTA, a 10 year tax abatement program, serving as an incentive to developers to build new and
renovate older properties within the city. Developers committing to the project donate a portion of their abated tax
to a fund enabling the purchase and upgrade of older properties within the city, called the Greensburg Revitalization
Fund (G-Fund).
Introduced the Greensburg Revitalization Fund (G-Fund) Grant Program, implemented to assist with revitalization
efforts of the City of Greensburg including, but not limited to, acquisition, rehabilitation, new construction, public
infrastructure and programs related to implementation of the City’s revitalization strategy.
Launched Greensburg's very first Restaurant Week, highlighting the numerous and diverse dining options within the
City of Greensburg and promoting local small businesses.
Provided matching grant facade, storefront, sign upgrade and improvement grants to businesses and property
owners to support retail marketing, streetscape appearance, and building upgrade initiatives. In 2020, GCDC
awarded a total of $10,000 for two projects that leveraged over $1 million of private investment in the downtown
district.
Assisted numerous businesses and entrepreneurs in finding and leasing storefront and office space.

Help Support Your Community!
Yes, I pledge support for the continued revitalization of downtown and
neighborhoods of Greensburg through my gift of:
$100
$200
$500
Other: $

Donations may be made by check
payable to GCDC. Complete this
form and return to:
101 N. Main Street, Suite 105
Greensburg, PA 15601

Name
Business

Email Address

Mailing Address

City, State, Zip Code

Phone Number

101 N. Main Street, Suite 105
Greensburg, PA 15601

Newsletter printed and donated by:

Greensburg Community Development Corporation
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